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THE 


Turkey Merchants 
AND 
Their TRADE vindicated. 


Feral US TICE requires, that it 
ſhould be obſerv'd in the ve- 
ry Front of this Work, and 
previous to what may be ſaid 
afterward of the Italian Trade, 
that tho in the Title tis obſerv d that thoſe 
Calumnies and Aſperſions which are taken 
Notice of, and to be anſwer'd here, are 
indeed publiſh'd in the Names of the Ita. 
lian Merchants, as if all the Italian Mer- 


chants were concern'd in the Queſtion; 
yet there are indeed but a very few of 


them concern'd 1n ir. 
A's: : They 
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They make ſome Pretences to good 
Uſage and Civility in the Beginning of 
their Printed Papers, and ſpeak as if they 
intended to treat the Turkey Merchants 
with Decency and good Manners ; but 
deſcend atterwards to Rudeneſs and ill 
Language, even after they had prepar'd 
their Readers to expect the contrary. 

Bur this the Turkey Merchants chiok 
worth no Notice; nor had this been ſaid 
of it, but to note, how little they coreſ- 
pond with themſelves in their Proceed- 


ings, and how little their Word is to be 


taken, Who ſo apparently break it in Pub- 
lick ; but perhaps the Agent they employ'd 
run out in ill Language beyond his Com: 
miſſion, which is the only Excuſe can be 
made for them. e 
They call one of their Printed Tracts 
on this Subject, The Caſe fairly ſtated between 
them and the Turkey Company; but the 
Turkey Merchants ſay the Caſe js not 
there fairly ſtated; nor is it truly ſtated ; 
which 1s the Reaſon of this publick Way 
of Return, that others may not be preju- 
dic'd in their Opinion, or ſuggeſt, that 
the Turkey Company are not able to juſtify 
their Conduct to the World, or to con- 


fute the belt Argument their Enemies can 


rio 


* N 


bring upon the Stage to ſupport their 
Accuſations. 

That they have ſtated the Caſe un- 
fairly, will beſt appear by going back 
to the Beginning of the Qgeſtion, and ſta- 
ting it ane w, ſo that the Reader may judge 
by the Lights that are given on both Sides, 


which has: Right on their Side, and which 


not, 

In Order to do this briefly and clearly,it 
will be needful to obſerve firſt the Charge 
which the Turkey Merchants bring againſt 
them; and enter a little way into the Proof 
of it, becauſe they who affirm firſt, ought 
to prove firſt what they affirm. 

' Secondly, The Defence which the Advo. 

cate for the Italian Merchants brings, for as 
is ſaid above, it cannot be allow'd, that the 


Italian Merchants themſelves, or any confi. 


derable Number of them are concern'd in it. 

In this laſt Head ſhall be taken ſome 
Notice of their unjuſt and untair Recri- 
minations upon the Turkey Company, and 
their Conduct as well abroad as at home; 
and ſomeching be offer'd to let the World 
ſee how unfair and groundleſs thole Re- 
criminations are, 

The Subſtance of the Turkey Merchants 
Charge amounts to this in the General, 
That the Italian Merchants do :mpore 

ir om 
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from Leghorn, French Turkey- Silk, that is 
Raw Silk of Turtey, via Leghorn; being the 
Effects of the French Merchants either di- 
realy from Tartey, but chiefly from Mar. 
ſeilles, in Return for the Woollen Manu- 


factures, and other Product of France, or 


of Money ſent from France to Tarkey. That 
this is in ſhort injurious to the Exgliſb Tur- 
Fey Trade, aſſiſtant to their Rivals the 
French, and fatal to. the Woollen Manu- 
ctures of Great Britain. - | 

All this lies upon the Tarkey Merchants 


to prove, and the rather becauſe the Ad- 


vocate for the Italian Merchants denies 
the Fact, and puts the Proof of it upon 
It happens very much to the Satisfacti- 


on of the Turkey Merchants,that they need 
go no further for the Proof of their Charge 
than to the Italian Merchants themſelves, 


who grant as much as the Tarkey Mer- 


- chants inſiſt upon, and ſo much as is ſuffi- 


cient to the Charge brought againſt them 3 
as for Example' - "A | 
The Tralian Merchants acknowledge, 
that the Raw Silk imported here vi Leg- 
horn in the Tear 1915, 1716, and 117. 


amounting to 1727 Bales was French 
Raw Silk, that is, Raw Silk brought to 


France by the French Merchants, our great 


r 

Rivals in the Turtey Trade in return of 
their Commerce to Turkey, and carried 
from Marſeilles to Leg horn, in Order to 
be ſent to England, as is already obſerv'd. 


They acknowledge likewiſe, that the 
Reaſon of their ſending this great Quan- 
7 of Raw Silk to England, was becauſe 
of the Encouragement of a 9 Price, 
Silk being at that Time very dear in Ex- 
land 0 ö 01 
They enlarge here on theReaſons which 
occaſion'd the French Merchants to buy a 
great Quantity of Silk in Tarte, greater 
than ever before, and far greater than 
they could conſume; and theſe Reaſons 
are, 4s they ſay, 1. That the Treaty of 
Commerce in England was then on foot, 
and they expected an open Trade thither, 
ſo that they had in Proſpect the Conſump- 
tion, of the, Quantity, and a good Price. 
2: The Alteration. of their Coin, which 
gave Encouragement to convey away 
Quantities of this Bullion to a foreign 
F wg 

But all theſe ſerve. to prove, and ſup- 
port the Turkey Merchants Complaint, 


viz, that the Silk then imported Was 
ERERN CH. The Fact is confeſs'd, and 


after the Enemies have granted it, no bo- 
dy can pretend to doubt it. X 


Let us then ſee which Way they come 


off 


2 —HV — 
\ _ 
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off of the Conſequence, and this is indeed 
by a very weak Shift, vir, that this was a1 
Accident, and can never happen again; 
and that the Silk which they uſually, im- 
port, is not French, but Torte) Silk, the 
needful Returns of their own Exportati- 
ST. Yoo 9, 

To take this roundly to Task, the 
Turkey Merchants have the Satisfaction 
to {ce them run on Ground by their ow 
Argument; 4. *tis then granted that they 
did once at leaſt import French Turkey Silk 
via Leghorn ;, but it was an Accident in 
Trade, and ſuch an Accident, as, he) ſay, can 
never happen again. This 1s begging ar; 
Queſtion indeed, and. that with this Mi- 
fortune. in Contradiction of the ſuppoſed 
Impoſſibility of its happening again, v/z. 
that indeed it is juſt happening again 
now ; and is very probable to be the Caſe 
in the very Year that is before us; fo that 
this ſtrange unparallel'd Accident which 
cannot fall out again, is uſt now upon us: 
Which by the by is a Misfortune to the 
Oppoſers of this Argument, and ſhews- 
how weak rhey have formed their ſuppo- 
ſed Impoſſibility of the Accident never 
happening again. Et rec 

Now if the great Importation of Ra- 
Silk in the Years 1715, 1716, 1717, a- | 


mounting to +726 Bales be conteſs'd -w 
E 


I 


27 2 ** 3 | 0190! . 
b fe F, ach, and after all. the 5 De- 
f mon{ ration, that this was by Accident; 
and that by ſuch, an Accident 43 that the 
like EE never bappen again, yet 
that the like is ju now actually haf 7 
again, the Tarkey Merchants . al 
ask. What can more effectually Ce. 
bute ta the entire Confuting theſe Men 
than this. (i.) That they are Confromted 
in Matters of Evidence: And (2.0 That 
they are contradicted i Matrers of Fab. 
nd upon this Article turns the whole 
of the Caſe, they ſay, 1. That it is not 
the ordinary Import f the Trade to Buy 
French, Turb:y-Silk; but it was an extra: 
ordinary Accident; the Tarkey Merchants 
take them at their Words, and add, that 
tis enough to. them that it may be ſo, 
and has been ſo once by Accident; og 'tis 
agaioſt this Accidental Trade that they Pe- 
tition for this Bill, betauſe that /Accidenr 
is not only likely to happen again, but in 
a conſiderable Degree has happen'd again 
juſt now as above ; this the Turkey Mer- 
chants think is'a juſt way of Arguing * 
But to Enforce it farther: | | 
The 1:alids Merchants alledge init 
ordinary Import of RawW.-Silk ftom [raty; 
is not above 30 or 36 Bites a' Year ; 
ſuppoſe this be trite ſh, the Turkey Mer- 


chant? * g 
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chants then ſay that this proves what they 
Affirm, viz. That their Complaint is not 
againſt the Importing 36 Bales a Lear, that 
ö | cannot be juppos'd; but that it has hap- | 

| pen d, that they often have Imporred above 
locales in a Year; and that in Particular, 
; they Imported 1727 Bates in three Years, 
| and tis againſt this extraordinary Impor- 
1 tation that they apply for this Bill, be- 
cauſe that however the [alia Merchants 
_ :fay, this can never happen again; the 
Turkey Merchants ſay, it may happen a- 
gain: If it never happens again, then a 
Law to prevent it can do no harm, and 
if it ſhould happen again, ſuch a Law to 
prevent it would do a great deal of 
This takes off all the Trouble from 
the Italian. Merchants of proving the 
Raw -Silk, which they Import here to be the 
Return of their own Eſtates ſent to Turkey ; 
as they have kindly taken off the trouble 
from the Turkey Merchants of proving, 
that what was Imported before was from 
France. The Turkey Merchants Grant, 
that when there is but about 36 Bales a 
Year Imported trom Itah, it may be the 
Return of the little- Clandeſtine Trade 
carry'd..on. at Leghora to Turkey, chiefly 
by - Jews and Strangers; and the 1ralie 
alf whore <1 0h $43.» Morclidlits 
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Merchants grant, that when they Im- 
orted the large Quantity mention?d to 
Imported in 1715. 1716, and 1715. 
it was from France. FEE ON O17 BG 
Thus, much labour is fav!d.of Affirming 
and Contradicting, Defending and Prov- 
ing, and the Queſtion is brought into a 
very narrow Compaſs. Fo 
What remains, ſeems to be chiefly to 
prove, that the like Accident of the French 
Buy ing up the Silk in 7 arkey may happen 
again, and is now likely to happen again; 
and Conſequently the like Importation 
upon us in England, Jia Leg hora, may be 
very likely to happen again, if not prevent - 
ed by this Bill, and this will be the ſtrong- 
il Argument poſſible tor paſſing the 
The French Merchants are under the 
moſt difficult Criſis in their Commerce at 
this time, that has been known jor many 
Years: The ſevere Edits or Arrets ſor di- 
veſting them ot all their ready Money, 
which is the Life of their Trade and thd 
ſupport of their Credit, is very heavy up- 
on them ; they that have Opportunity to 
Convey the Species abroad, do it What- 
ever Hazards they run, and very great 
Quantitiss of Gold and Silver, as well 
Pieces of Eight as Louis d' Or in Specie 
8 B 2 arrive 


| 
| 
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| Fores at Leghorn as well as at other 


orts every 
They that Is fave the Species; but 
are forced to part with it ſor Bank Bills, 


having no faithin the publick Credit, delt 


thoſe Bills in Cloth, at the great Manu- 
factory in Languedoc, and hip it away : 
for the Levant, 

The fame Exigence of their Affairs 
1 Obliges them to ſend theit Eſtates 
abroad jn this deſperate Manner, Obliges 
them to Study all the Methods and Arts 
poſſible ro keep their Eſtates abroad. Nay 
tho? ĩt ſhould be to Loſs, it muſt be doneif 

ſible; becauſe whenever it comes home 

uch are the Meaſures in that Country at 
this Time, that all muſt revert into Pa- 
per whatever they ſell, and whatever they 
ll tor J they can receive nothing but 
Paper. 

W uſe might be made of brigging 
che great Stock of the Mii /ipi- Company 
ppon the Stage in this Cafe,” and the En- 
terprizing Genius of Mr. Lay, to ſhow 
how, when they think fit, to aunch out 
Two or Three Millions, on ſuch d Þefign 
they might for want of this Bill, ruin oor 
Turkey Trade, and drive out Merchants 
out of our own Matkets as ſome Ap- 
prehend hey are ing by tie Duel 

| Merchapts 
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Merchants and others in their Ea, Coan- | 
try Trade for Hemp, Iran, &c. 
But there is no need to go to Mr. Law | 
and the - Miſh ipi1Company , the -krench 
Merchants chemſelves in their ſingle Ca- 
pacities are ſufficient to this Attempt, and 
may do it when they pleaſe, it this Bill 
{ſhould not paſs. As for Example... -. 
As ſome have their Money. in Specie 
tranſmitted, tho? at the utmoſt Hazard - 
to Leg horn, and others have veſted their 
Bank Sills in Cloth, let us for the Purpole 
juppole both arriv'd | in Jurte. 
here is then but one thing for them 
to do, and that is the ſame which they did 
in the Year 1714. g, Buy, with ther 
ready Money all the Silk that comes to 
the Market: No Man will queſtion but if 
the French offer Money for the Silk, the 
Turkey and Perſi an Merchants, who bring 
that Silk, will take no more Cloth than 
they immediately want, and what Cloth 
is wanted, the French; who bring them 
ſo much Teady Money, will —— all. 
poſſible Advantages. and. Opportunities 0 
put off. 


In this Lak what comes of the Bog: 


r 


their 


. 
their Cloth, which is ſold chiefly by Bar. 
ter for Silk, but no Man will barter with 
the Engliſb, if he can have ready Money 
for his Silk of the Feneſet mn. 

Our Turtey Trade then ſinks at once; 
for if we can have no Silk, we can ſell 
no Cloth ; that is to ſay, no conſiderable 
Quantity: For alf the other Returns are 
trifling compar'd to the Silk; neither is 
there any ſuch thing as a Sale of Cloth for 

ready Money to any Quantity worth 

. 
Beſides ſuppoſing our Factots in Turkey 
gave another Turn to the Trade; and the 
Eugliſb Cloth could be ſold there for Mo- 
ney, which however cannot be done; yet 
even then, if theFrenrh can buy up tlie Silk, 
the Trade would fink, tho“ the Money 
were in Caſh; becauſe without the Silk 
there are noReturns to be had, noExchange 
being negotiated there, to any Part of the 
World; nor could it be brought in Specie, 
becauſe of the Baſeneſs of the Grand 
r 

This effectually anſwers thar main Ob- 
jection of the Italian Merchants againſt 
the Charge of bringing in Raw Silk from 
France, viz: That it can only be done when 
the Price of Sill is high in Exglaad, and 
when there 15 a Scarcity at the London 

112711 Markets 
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Markets, for let the Price of Silk be what 
it will at this time, or at any time, it is 
always in the Power of the French tomake it 
dear at Londonfor; whenever they think fit 

to ANY Money aer ſufficient to bi 
up the Quaptity of Raw Silk in Turkey, i 
mlt 17 gy be dean in London, — 
ae n e. their pwn Price upon us 5 
and if this Trade was to hold long, or 
this Accident to happen often, the Jur- 
key Trade would de fuin'd, or redue 
to the exporting of. Bullion inſtead; of the 
Woollen Manufacture, to the exceeding 
Comfort of the People concern'd im the 
Woollen Manufacture, and bow much to 
the Loſs and Diſadvantage of Great- Britain, 
let others judge. arty ei henboth 
To prevent all theſe things, this Bill, or 
Clauſe of a Bill, was deſir'd and peti- 
tion'd for ; and whoever pleaſes to exae 
mine into the Circumſtances of the 
Trade will fee it is a Bill abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve the,Turkey Trade, and 


the great ot our Woollen Cee. 
Cloths in that Pu Wb. 


The French it is evident have ſent a 
reat Quantity of Money to buy up 
Silk: If they get it, and cannot bring it 
hither, thy will be then undone, and ſo 
eur Trade will be ſecur'd and 2X 
| | 1 
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it not; our Turkey Trade will be undone; 
kind the French Will enrich themſelves at 
r 

Al the Retriminations of theſe Men 
upon the Tarte Merchants, are nothing to 
this Part of the Caſe, and indeed ſeem 
only:raiſed as a Cloud of Duſt to conceal 
the main Subject of Complaint: The Tur- 
rey Merchants àre ready to ſubmit every 
Braneh of their Commerce, and every 

Part of their Conduct, to the Judgment of 
Parliament, and to ahſwer all the Cla- 
mours of their Enemies in ſuchi a manner; 

as they doubt not will be to the Satisfa- 
Rion of the Publick, either in Patliament 

or elſewhere 3 and it cannot juſtly be 
alledged, that they avoid the Trial ot 
this, or endeavour to evade the Force of 

any Charge that is brought againſt their 
Actions, as a Company by their endea- 
vouring to ſtick 'clofe' ro the Matter now 
before them; ' © are 
ZBauat they inſiſt upon he Conduct 
of the TurkeyMerc rry ing on 
their Buſineſs, either in their feparare or 
conjund Capacity, either abroad or at 
home, is no way related to their Com- 
plaint againſt the Turkey Raw Silk of 
France, Via Leg horn, nor can it be reaſona- 
bly pleaded in Bar of this Ml: But as 
nn 


e 
they are ready to anſwer to every Com- 
plaint when and where they meet with ir, 
and betore whatſoever Authority their 
Enemies think fit to complain; ſo they 
think they may, without any Im- 
peachment of ſuch Complaint, be allowed 
to hope ſor Redreſs of a known Grievance 
of Which they have complained, and have 
made good their Complaint to the Satisfa- 
ction of the Houſe of Commons; and 
without Redreſs of which, the whole 
Trade is in Danger of being deſtroy'd 
by the French. | 

This would alſo give Room here to 
turn back the Charge of a Monopol 
upon their Enemies, and tell them, 
that if the Importation of French Raw 
Silk be not reſtrained, we put it-into the 
Power of the French to monopolize both 
the Cloth Trade abroad, and the Silk 
Trade at home; for if they can buy up 
the Silk abroad, they can command our 
Market at home; and if they have the 
Silk, they have the Market for Woollen 
Cloths in their own Hands: And thus 
for fear of an imaginary Monopoly 
which neither had Poſſibility or Frobabi- 
lity in it, we ſhould run into a real Mo- 
nopoly and that of the worſt kind, vis. 
A Foreign Monopoly, Foreigners engroſ- 

; C ſing 


) 
ſing and thereby commanding the Mar- 
ket for Silk at home, and foreſtalling the 
Market for Woollen Cloth abroad. 62 
The Parliament are judges whether 
theſe Dangers are real, and whether the 
Apprehenſions of them are juſt; and the 
Tarkey Merchants have fo far given them 
due Satisfaction, as that the Bill has al. 
ready paſt the Houſe of Commons, and 
the reſt they leave to the Determination 
of the proper Judges : But this they fay 
er advance, that this Bill puts a full 
top to all Poſſibility of thele Things: 
Let the Hench buy up all the Silk in Turkey 
if they pleaſe, and try their Experiments 
with it ; nay, if the great Mr. Law with 
che utmoſt ot his Skill, and the whole Mif- 
iii pi, with the utmoſt of their Treaſure, 
were to joyn in the Matter, if they can- 
not bring it to England, they can do us 
no hurt, nor themſelves any good; for un- 
lefs their own Manufactures would take it 
off which we know they cannot, they 
have no other Vent in the World. _ 
This Bill therefore is fully qualify'd to 
prevent this Danger, and in ſhort is calcu- 
lated for ſecuring our whole Commerce 
to the Lesant for it ſecures the Silk that. 
the French cannot engroſs it; and by 
that Means #pſo facto it ſecures, our Market 
& . jor 


3 . | 
for Cloth; which unleſs Silk could be had 
for the Return, would be worth no Man's 
while to ſend. 

Having thus prov'd by the Italian Mer- 
chants own Confeſſion, that the groſs of 
the Raw Silk imported from Leghorz is 
from France, and that however accidental 
their importing ſuch a Quantity as 1727 
Bales in three Years might be, ſuch ano- 
ther Accident is even now in View, and 
that more ſuch Accidents may happen as 
often as the French think fit to buy up the 
Silk in Tarkey with ready Money; let it 
be ſeen what they have farther to ſay. 

The next Step they take, is with Sub- 
miſſion a .very ſtrange one indeed, and 
ſcarce to be equall'd by any thing of the 
kind; from evading the Force of the 
Turkey Merchants Complaint about bring- 
ing in Raw Silk from France, ia Leghorn; 
They enter into a long Plea for the Italian 
Trade, which the Tazrkey Merchants are 
of Opinion is nothing at all to the pur- 
poſe, and ſhall make it evident to be fo by 
and by; but that which is particulariy 
ſtrange, in the Account they give of that 
Part of the Trade which is concern'd in 
this Debate, is this. | 

1. When they ſpeak of their Trade to 
Turkey, it is exceeding LARGE, 
| C 2 2, When 
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2. When they ſpeak of their Returgs 
of Silk, it is exceeding SMALL. 
This as it diſcovers Weakneſs inthe 
Performance, diſcovers however that they 
fly to Art in the Contrivance; for it their 
Export to Turkey is ſo great, by what 
Skill in Commerce, unknown to the reſt 
of the World, do they bring back their 
Returns. So much Cloth, ſo little Silk! 
tis very ſtrange. Ms | 
Now the Tarkey Merchants grant, that 
the Italian Merchants Import of Raw 
Silk is very ſmall, that is to ſay, 
from Turkey; and had they brought in 
none but the bare Returns of theirown 
Export in Cloth, theſe would never 
have diſputed with them about it ; 
but they muſt be allow'd to ſay, that 
this confirms what the Bill provides 
againſt, viz, That the Groſs of the 
raw Silk imported here from Leg- 
horn 1s French, and is brought from 
France to Leghorn for that pur- 
| pole. Sg; 2 
If this had not been the Caſe, why had 
not the Ialian Merchants mov'd, that 
whereas their Import of Raw Silk from 
"Turkey was but ſmall, not exceeding 36 
Bales or 30 Bales a Year, they might have 
hren allow'd to import ſuch a Quantity E 
5 ai 1D Sit 
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Silk for the, preſerving their Trade from 
Jraly ro Turkey, upon their giving neceſſaiy 
Security that no more ſhould be brought 
in, they cariior doubt but they might 
have obtain'd an Exception for fo ſmall a 
Quantity, hs. os 
Bur this would by no means have an- 
ſwer'd the End, which it is evident looks 
a great way farther, and which aims at 
no leſs than bringing in even all the Silk 
of Turkey upon us, it they can get a Price 
for it, under the Pretence of ſupplying 
J the Marker when Silk 15 wanting. 
| It might be regular to ſpeak here of the 
| Quantity of their Exports to Turkey from 
Leghorn, and if there be any thing which 
would confirm the Truth of what they al- 
ledge about their Silk, viz. that they im- 
; port but 36 Bales a Year, it would be this, o 4 
72 that it agrees ſo well with what the. eee 
Merchants alledge of their Export, A 
wiz. that they do not export to Turkey 
above 500 Cloths a Year, that whoever 
pleaſe to calculate the Value of both, 
will find, they come ſo near, as that 
y one may confirm the other without any 
1 Difficulry ; and they who export 500 
. Cloths a Year, may be ſuppoſed to be able 
1 to import about 35 or 40 Bales of Silk a 
. Year, not much over or under. 
0 ; Xa 


Thus 
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Thus far the Merits of their Cauſe is 
ſtated, which with the Reader's Leave 
may be ſumm'd up again in a very few 
Words thus. * | 
The Turkey Merchants complain to the 
Parliament, that great Quantities of 
raw 1arkey Silk is imported hitler 

from France Via Leghorn, to the Pre- 

judice of the Levant Trade, and pray 
the Clauſe in the Act of Navigation 

allowing that Importation, may be 
- * repeald, © oP 
The Talian Merchants oppoſe them, 
and inhit, that tho' it is true a great 
guantity of Silk was fo brought in 
from France Via Leghorn in the Years 

1715, 1716, 3719, yet that was an 
Accident in Trade which can never 
, happen again ; and that the Lalian 


Merchants driving a very ih 
Trade to Turkey, ought to be allow'd 
to import the Returns of their own 
Trade; that except the Accident of 
the Years 1715, 4716 and 1717, as 
A2 above-mentioned, the Quantity of 
Silk that they import into England is 
but ſmall, tho' their Trade to Taten 
is very great; and that they do not 
5 communibas Annis bring hither above 
4 36 Bales of Raw Silk in a Year, 
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From this kind of a Reply, by which 
the Italian Merchants do plainly confeſs 
the Fact, they go on to reflect upon the 
Turkey Merchants, their Conduct in the 
Trade as a Company, their miſtakes 
which they call an exorbitant Uſe of their 
Priviledges, an Oppreſſion upon other 
Trades; complain ot the Trade being li- 
mired by the Bye-Laws of the Company, 
in a manner deſtructive of the Trade in 
general, and injurious to private Perfons 
in particular; talk of a Monopoly, lay- 
ing it open, and the like; things wholly 
foreign and remote to the Subject of the 
Bill, and conſequently foreign and remote 
to the Queſtion ; which is particularly con- 
cern'd, only to prevent the encouraging 
the Merchants of France encroaching up- 
on the Tarkey Trade, by giving them a 
Vent or Market for their Silk, the Re. 
turgs of their Levant Trade, and without 
ich, having not a ſufficient Market for 
it at home, they could not carry on, or 
at leaſt not encreaſe their Levant Trade. 

To this the Tarkey Merchants return, 
That as to the Complaints the Talian 
Merchants make againſt the Tarttey Mer- 
chants of what kind ſoever, theſe are ready 
to anſwer them when, and as the Parlia- 
ment ſhall appoint, and doubt not to ju- 

| 000 >" 


r 
ſtify their Conduct to the full Satisfaction 
of the faid Parliament; but that in the 
mean time the Grievance they complain 
of being evident, the Fact confeſs d by the 
Italian Merchants themſelves, and the 
Conſequences very threatning to the Bri. 
ziſþ Trade in general, and to the Levant 
Merchants in particular, they inſiſt upon 
the preſent Cale being determin'd, ſeeing 
it is now depending, and having offer d' 
themſelves fairly ro refute whatever the 
Italian Merchants can have to offer in 
their Defence, they think they have effe- 
ctually done it. — 
This is the Sum of the Caſe as it exiſts 
in Fact, and as if the Advocate of the Tra- 
lian Merchants had thought fit to have 
ſtated it fairly, as he pretended he ſhould 
have repreſented it; if any thing remains 
to be clcared up, it may come of courſe 
to be ſpoken to in the next Part. 


PIA T x. 


HE Diſpute between the Tacks 
F Merchants and the Talian Mer- 


chants, concerning the Importation, of 


Tarkey Raw Silk from France, being already, 
ſtated and ſumm'd up ia the former Part, 
ſtands by it ſelf, | 


It 


was 2. © Wy 


A 
Tt follows now to look into the Cla- 
tours of the Perſons who thus appear in 
Defence of the Tralian Merchants, and to 
enquire into the Nature and Reaſon of 
their Recriminations upon the Com- 
pany. 5 5 
They ate treated of here apart, and ſe- 
parate from one another, becauſe ſpeak- 
ing regularly they really ſubſiſt apart; 
and however they are politically brought 
in together into one and the fame Diſpute 
by thele Gentlemen in order to entangle 
and puzzle the Cauſe in hand, which is 
in it ſelt clear and brief, as appears already, 
they have really no Coherence one with 
another :. The Conduct of the Tarkey 
Merchants is agar, Th the purpoſe in the 
caſe of bringing in Raw ilk from Fance : 
The Queſtion is not whether the Tarkey 
Company carry on their Buſineſs as theg 
onght to do, or not, but whether the bring- 
ing the French Effects to a good Market 
in England, and encouraging their Levant 
Trade in Prejudice of our own, be what 
ought Fo be, or not. ACP 

But however ſince this ſeparating the 
two Diſputes, and diftiaguiſhing them 
one from another, does nor pleafe, but 
they pretend to ſuggeſt that the /wrkey 

Merehants are backward to an Enquiry 
"LY | D into 
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into their Conduct either abroad or at 
home; and that they puſh this Matter to 
ſuch a Height, as even to inſult the Jurte 
Merchants upon that Head; it may be 
nece ſlary to examine what they have to 
ſay vpon thoſe Things, what Cauſe of Com- 
Po they have, and how far. the Turkey 
Merchants are or are not liable to cenſure 

in the manner they ſuggelt; that they may 
not run away with a Notion, or put it 
into the Heads of other People, that 
the Tarkey Merchants are afraid to 
bring their Conduct to the Teſt, or 
that there is ſome great Crime to be 
be charg d upon them, that. they would, 
put off the Enqury into; The contrary, 
to which ſhall immediately appear, and 
every Article they pretend to charge upon 
the Turkey Merchants, be fully canvaſs d 
and examind, F 


1 + | 


To do 1s engen, and, car th 


Tarkey Merchants not only from any Back- 


wardneſs to anſwer the, Charge brought 
againſt them, but even to conſult the 

arge it ſelf, it will not he amiſs to 
take to pieces all the Heads of their 
Charge as they lie confuſedly in their 
printed Papers, and ſpeak diſtinctly to 
every one of them, to ſee if there is any 
Sabltanee in the Bats chargd, or whe: 
: | ther 
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nd, 

ther they are not really a Maſs of ſuggeſt 
ed Miſtakes only; the Ig Fatui of a clas 
morous Set of Men, rais'd to amuſe the 
Parliament, and divert them from the 
Search which they were upon, into. a 
Grievance of Ten thouſand times the Con- 
ſequence of any of the other, tho? they 
had been true, as they really are not. 
And firſt to begin where they begin-: 
They ſet our, pag. 5. of their printed Fam- 
phlet thus, ſpeaking of the TarkeyMerchants. 
1. They pretend in their Fapers, to ad- 
| vocate for the Good of their Coun- 
« try, * the Encouragement given 
© by the Italia: Merchants to the 
French, to (ell their Cloth in Tarke), 
by taking off the Raw Silk, which 
is the Return ; whercas really, they 
are in their Capacity as a Company, 
the Reaſon of all the Encouragement 
the French meet with in the Tarkey 
Trade; and if it were not for the 
ill Conduct of the Txrkey Company, 
the. French would have no Silk to ſell, 
nor vend any Cloth in Tarkey worth 

© naming. rr Wort 
2. * They pretend, that the ſupporting 
© the Turkey Company is the Interelt 
" © of the Trade; whereas their being 
« a Company, in the Senſe of their 
D 2 preſent 
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« preſent Management, is the great 

© Obſtruction of the Trade; and will, 
if not reſtrain'd, be the Ruin of 
n 11 
To this there requires no other Reply, 
than that *cis roundly affirm'd indeed, that 
the Company are the Encouragers of the 
French Trade, and the Obſtructers of the En- 
.gliſh, but not one Word is faid to prove 
it; and therefore without entring into 
the Queſtion how it can be true, as the 
Turkey Merchants affirm it is not, they 
only ſay, that no Proof being offer'd, it 
ſtands for nothing. | HOW 
' In the ſame Page they. take upon 
them to charge the Turkey Merchants with 
Intentional Evi), which as firſt they cannot 
know ; and therefore, 2. they cannot 
prove ; ſo in eftect, 3. itis not rational to 
ſuppoſe it can be true. 


1. They fay the Turkey Merchants aim 


= 


* 


at ſuppreſſing the Lallan Merchants 
r 

2. That they aim at engroſſing the 
+ Trade of ſelling Silk in Euglana, in 
order to impoling their own Price 
upon the Manufacturers of Silk in 
England. N. B. "Tis  obſeryable, 
they only ſay they aim at them 80 

215 +% that 
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that they grant they have not effe- 
Qted either of them. 
As it is upon this Suppoſition that they 


Afterwards pretend to charge the Company 
with being, or racher intending to be, a 


Monopoly, it might haye been expected 
the Ground-work or Foundation of the 


Charge ſhould have been well prov?d and 
made clear, that no Objection might lie 


againſt the Charge, leaſt the ſuggeſted 


Conſequence ſhould appear groundleſs ; 
for it muſt be told them, that to. ſuggeſt 
ſo boldly that the Levant Merchants aim 


at a Monopoly, a thing which 1s remote 
both from their Intention, and from their 


Intereſt, looks ſomething malicious. Mo- 


nopoly is 2 Word odious to Trade, and in- 
jurious to Property, and cannot be ſugge- 


ſted upon Men, who, as Merchants, and as 


honeſt Men, Trade fair and above-board 
(under the Favour and Protection of a 
Government that abhors Monopolizing) 
without Scandal and without Injuſtice; 
and therefore ſuch a Charge ought to 
have been very clearly proved before it 


had been publickly laid in Print, and pre- 


been done. | 5 
On the contrary, here is, 1, nothing 
of Proof brought to ſupport the 

; Charge 


ſented to a Houſe of Commons as this has 


(30 
Charge, which it muſt be own'd, 
is ſomething wonder fu. 
2. The Turtey Merchants doubt not, 
in 4 few Words, to make it appear, 
that the Charge not only is not juſt, 
but is not Rational; and that they 
have, to take away all Pretences 
of ſuch a Delign, ſuch Laws and 
Regulations eſtabliſhed among them, 
as mult effectually expoſe the very 
- Suggeſtion of a Monopoly, and clear 
them from the Scandal, as of a thing 
impoſſible for them to engage in, 
and therefore improbable to be in 
their Deſign, ' 
But before the Tarkey Merchants enter 


upon their own Defence againſt what is 
3 upon them as a Company, it is 


needful to clear up the Reputation of the 
Bill it ſelf, which ſtands loaded with as 
black a Charge as the Merchants do, and 


i ſaid in ſo many Words, to be not only 


qualify'd to make the Levant Company a 


Monopoly, but to tend in its own Nature 
to a Monopoly. 290% Tot 


This is ſtrange indeed, and very much 


40 ſay of a. Bill that has paſſed ſo many 


Readings in the Houſe of Commons, 


where all Monopolics ha ve been, and ever 


will be abhorr'd and oppos d: But let 


us 


(3109 
us hear the Charge as follows, Page io, 
from the Book mentioned before. 


If this Bill in its Nature tends to ma- 
king the Company a Monopoly; if it is 
evident, that in ſolliciting this Bill, clin 
aim at a Power to Monopolize ; if it ap: 
pears, that this Bill, if paſgd, will put 
that Power into their Hands: The 
with humble Submiſſion to the Houſe, ir 
is abſolutely neceſſary to examine into the 
Abuſe of the Power they have, and the 
Reaſon of the Power they ſeck; and of 
their ſeeking it, and all before this Bill ba. 
ſuffer d ropats. - 

The Turkey Merchants may ſafely joyn 
Iſſue with them here; and their Plea 
will only run thus: If this Bill in 
its Nature does NOT tend to ma- 
king the Company a Monopoly z 
if it is NOT evident, that in ſollici- 
ting this Bill, they aim at a Power to 

| monopolize ; ; if it appears that this 

Bill, if paſs'd, will NOT put that 
power into their Hands, what then? 
Why it follows in their own Terms 
alſo, That then it is NOT ahſolute- 
ly neceſſary to examine into the uſe 
of the power the Company have, 
OR the Reafon of the Powers they 


ſeek, previous to the paſſing this 
Bll. | Ks _. 


| C 
It follows then, to defend this Bill from 
the Scandal of trending to a Monopoly 3 
and this will be beſt done by Searching 
into its Nature and Original, becauſe they 
fay it has a Natural Fendency, &s. 
which the Turkey Merchants deny. 
The Claufe in the Act of Navigation, 
which this Bill is made to repeal; however 
the Italian Merchants take upon them to 
ſay, it was made for them, which by the 
way is a great Miſtake, was really made 
in Aid of the Levant Merchants, at a 
Time when the Silk Manufacture being 
young in Exgland, the Market at London 
might reaſonably be ſuppoſed inſufficient 
to take off the Quantity of Raw Silk, 
which the Turkey Trade obliged them to 
take. enn Oh e 
Ihe French having then a much greater 
Trade in Wrought dilk, than they have 
now, occaſioned by a free Exportation to, 
and Importation in Ezgland, for their 
Silk Manufacture; and having no Silk 
of their own, and but little Woollen Cloth 
of their own to fell in Tarkey, all theſe 
Things joyn'd together, to make Lephory 
be the chief Market where the Turkey 
Merchants carried their Silk, and the 
Merchants of Marſeilles were then their 
Cuſtomers. FAR n 


* 


Bu | 


sn FR > Mo 
But that they might not be ſtrait᷑ned 
in Caſe of having more Silk at Leg horn, 
as at ſometimes it might happen, than 
the French, who were the Buyers, had 
occaſion for; a Clauſe, or Proviſo, in the 
Act of Parliament was made, to allow 
them to bring it to Exgland, which other- 
wiſe they could not do from that Port. 
How the [alia Merchants came to 
aſſume to themſelves the Property of this 
Clauſe, that is hard to account for; nor 
do they ſhew any Proof of their Claim to 
it, ſince 'tis ſcarce probable that rhe Par- 
hament would open a Back-door to a 
Trade, which was foreclos'd by a Char- 
ter, and which on many Accounts, it 
was found to be the Intereſt ot the whole 
Kingdom to eſpouſe; or that if they had 
done fo, it was very likely it would have 
been introduc'd by ſome Preamble, ſhow- 
ing theReaſon of it as is uſual in like Caſes: 
But nothing of this appearing, the Italian 
Merchants have nothing but their own 
Authority to juſtify their Claim, and the 
World is left to judge whoſe Pretenſions 
are moſt probable 1 
The Original of the Clauſe being thus 
ſtated, 'tis evident there could be nothing 
of a Monopoly in that Part of the Levant 
Company's Trade, neither was there any 
E ſuch 
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ſuch thing poſſible at that Time, the 
chief Sale of Raw Silk from Turkey being 
tlien to the French Merchants, who were 
the chief, and almoſt rhe only Manufa- 
cturers of ſuch Silk in thoſe Parts of the 
World. 1 | 
Proceſs of Time has alter'd the Cir- 
cumſtances of Trade; the Hench have 
jiince that time planted Mullberry-Trees, 
1mprov'd the Silk Worms, and raiſe 
Yeariy great quantities of Silk of their 
own. | 
They have likewiſe improved in the 
Wooten Manufactures, and by the Policy 
and Management of the famous Mr. Col. 
bert have carried on a Work near Niſmes 
in the Province of Languedoc, where the 
make a great quantity of Woollen Cloths 
for the Levaxt Trade, by which their In- 


tereſt in that Trade is greatly improv'd 


and encreas'd, | 
Their Manufacture in Silk on the other 
hand is greatly decreas'd ; their Expor- 
tation of Wrought Silks to Eg land being 
clog'd with fuch high Duties as are equal 
to a Prohibition, all which Circumſtances 
conſpire together to leſſen the Demand 
for Turkey Raw Silk in Fraxce, at the ſame 
time that the Courſe of their Trade o- 
bliges 
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SW 
bliges them to import a greater Quantity 
than they did betore. 7 . 

So that inſtead of the French Merchants 
coming from Marſeilles to Leghorn to buy 
Raw Silk of the Ezgliſb, they are now 
obliged to carry great quantities of Raw 
Silk, (which they bring from Turte) 
from Marſcilles, where they have not a 
ſufficient Demand for it, 10 Leghorn, to 
{ell it there. 

As if the Exgliſh Turkey Merchants are 
not enabled to bring Silk from Tarte, 
they would be enabled to ſell very little 
Cloth in Tarte; fo by the French being 
aſſiſted to ſell their Silk at Leg hora, they 
are aſſiſted in felling Woollen Cloths in 
Turkey, ſeeing if they have not a Market 
at Home for their Silk, and are not al- 
low'd to ſell it for the Ezgliſh Market, 
they will not be able to fell it at all, and 
conlequently cannot take it in Turkey, or 
ſell their Cloths there, which they ſell iu 
Barter for Silk. 

This makes the Bill now mov'd for 
moſt highly Rational, indiſputably Good 
for the Intereſt of the Levant Trade, for 
the Conſumption of our Woollen Manu— 
facture of Cloth, and perfectly calculated 
to diſcourage our Rivals the French: But 
not one Word of a Monopoly in all this, 

; nor 
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nor has one Reaſon been offer'd why it | 
{ſhould not be as uſeful to our own Trade, 
as it will be fatal to the French. 
And here now is plainly diſcover'd the 
true and only Reaſon why the Turkey 
Merchants are, as thoſe Writers of Caſes 
ſay, * So ver) Earneſt for this Bill, and 
which they would repreſent as a great 
Myſtery. The Reaſon is clear and juſti- 
fiable to all the World, nor is there the 
leaſt Myſtery in it, viz. that they would 
have the French as much diſcouraged in 
their known Encroachments upon the 
Turkey Trade, as they can. This is the 
true, and the only Reaſon, and as they 
know nothing of any Secret, or reſerv'd 
Delign, ſo they proteſt againſt anySuggeſti- 
ons of ſuch Deſigns, as falſe and ground- 
leſs, and in themſclves very unjuſt, if 
not malicious. Nor can any the leaſt 
Proof, or even Probability of ſuch De- 
ſigns be made out, as ſhall be farther 
made appear in the Proſecution of this 
part of the Story. | 7 
Nanny thus clear'd up the Bill from 
the unjuſt Cenſure of the Advocates for 
the n Merchants. It comes in 
| W 
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order, to clear up the Deſign of the Turkey 
Merchants in purſuing it, and by this. 
will appear the Neceſſity and Uſetulneſs of 


the Bill it (elf. 


The Reaſon of mentioning this again, 
after what is ſaid alrezdy to prove the 
Reaſonableneſs and Uſe 'of the Bill, is, 
that we may bring the Conceſſions of the 
Italian Merchants themſelves, and the 
Es as Evidence to it; for nothing can 

e of more force in any ſuch Diſpute 


than the Teſtimony of the Enemy them- 


ſelves. Take it in their own Words: 


The Pretences of the Bill are ſpecious, 
Wy: - ned 68 
1. That the Raw Silk which the Lalian 
Merchants import from Leghorp, is 
French, and the Return 2 their 
FHrench Cloths fold in Tarkey. 
2. That the Quantity of the ſaid Silk 
imported into England, is very 
great. Wot, 
3. That it is injurious to the Tarkey 
* Trade, | 
© If theſe Things were really ſo, every 


Man ſhould grant theConſequence at the 


© firſt Word, (v:z.) that the Bill was uc. 

* ceſſary, which is what they alledge. 
Ihe Turkey Merchants have nothing to 

go but to prove, that the Pretences of the 
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Bill are true, and that they think is ſuffi- 
ciently done by what is ſaid before. 
The Pretences of the Bill are juſt as 


they deſcribe them ( vi.) That the Italian 


Merchants Import great Quantities of French, 

Turkey, Si, Via Leghorn, and that it 

is injurious to the Engliſh Trade. | 
The Firſt Part they Own to be true, 


and Own the Quantity alſo; the laſt Part 


is apparent, ſo that the Conſequence is 
juſt, and they have Confeſs'd it, What 
need we of farther Evidence? vis.) 


That the Bill is Neceſſary wn See their Own n 


Words. | 

The only ſhifr theſe People have to 
come off of this, is to Deny the Fact. 
But in what Subtil and Equivocal Terms 


do they go about it? See their | Words 


in the next Paragraph + The Italian 
Merchants Deny that the Raw-Silk they 
NOW IMPORT from Leghorn into 
England, is Turkey Raw Sk brought fromm 

Marſeilles 2 Leghorn. i 
This is to naked a Subterfuge, that it 
amounts to no more than to let it appear 
plainly, that they Confeſs the Fact. The 
| 1 25 | Turkez 
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Turkey Merchants may allow. whether ix 


be ſo or not, without Injury to this Ar- 


gument, that the Raw-Silk they NO W 
Import, NOW Anz 1719, when they 
have Imported but 36 Bales, may not 
be French, and what is this to the Ar- 
gument? The Italian Merchant on the 
other hand Confeſs in all their Papers; 
that in the Years 1715, 1716, 17173 
when they Imported. 1727 Bales, or 329 
Bales a Year, it was really French, and 
this is ſufficient, ſince what has been may 
be; and that it may not be ſo again is the 

honeſt and ſimple Deſiga of the Bill. 
This, tho? it be a Repetition, was ne- 
ceſſary here to Expoſe the Trifling, it 
were but juſt if. it had been called {hut- 
fling of this Anſwer ; the ſhort of the 
Fact, to expreſs it in Terms which can- 
not be Diſputed, is, that their Ordinary 
Import of 36 Bales a Year, may not be 
French, becauſe ſome Silk they may bring 
from Tarkey, in return for the little Trade 
they carry on thither. But their Extra- 
ordinary Import cannot be their Own, 
becauſe, as they know, their Trade is not 
able to return any thing like the quantity. 
But this is all ſtated already in the 
Firſt Part of this Work, and due Re- 
marks made upon the Impotence of that 
| Allega- 


—— 


be N 
Allegation, (vs.) that what happen'd if 
the Year 1715 to 1717, as to bringing 
Silk from France, Via Leghorn, Bales 1727, 
was an Accident that can never happen 
again, and a hint that there is ſome rea- 
ſon to ſay, not only that it may happen 
again, but that indeed 'tis very likely 
to happen again, and that juſt now; the 
Circumſtances of Merchants in France, 
at this time, making it very Reaſonable 
to expect it. 1 mY 
The force of this part of the Argu- 
ment has ſo prevailed with thefe Gentle. 
men, to Deſpair of the Succeſs they ex- 
pected, that it feems they are bringing 
in a New Plea, ſomething more ſpecious 
than. the firſt, tho? equally miſchievous to 
the Trade; only that perhaps it may be 
ter Calculated to conceal the Fraud, 
and the ſhort of the Caſe is this. 
They have Conſeſs'd as before, that 
French Silk is brought into England, Via 
Leghorn. They find the Argument ſo 
ſtrong againſt them, that this is Injurious 
to the Britiſh Trade Abroad, and to the 
Manufacturers at Home, that they cannot 
hope for any Succeſs in pleading, to leave 
that Breach into our Commerce open to 
our Rival. They pretend therefore to 
Capitulate for 'Liberty only, to * 
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tity y, and ask 
Bales as they; really bring from Tzrkey ſu 
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ſuch Raw-Silk as is the Product of their 
own Exportation of Britiſh Goods to 


Turkey. 

Had they. acknowledg'd firſt, that they 
had no other Marker for fo little Quan- 
tity as that amounts to. 

Or Had the ef come to a a Point i in Quan- 

Admittance for ſo ſhack 


as 36 or 40 Bales a Lear. 

Or *; they. propoſed any Rational 
Method how the Parliament ſhould be 
aſſured they were not by this deſired to 
make a Law to protect the Importation 
of that very French Raw Silk, which they 
purpos'd to exclude; in any of theſe Caſes, 
another Anſwer would | have been 
given. 

But as firſt, They acknowled; e, that 
Iraly it ſelf conſumes a conſiderable 
8 of ' Turkey Raw Silk yearly, the 
Turkey Merchants add, that the quantity 
which the Ttalian Merchants ſay Italy con- 
ſumes Vearly, is more than ever they the 
Italian Merchants did ever yet import to 
Leghorn from-Turkey in a Lear, fo that hav- 
ing a Market upon the ſpot, the Licenſe of 
Importation to Erg/and is of no uſe to 

them, and cannot be deſired but upon the 
ot of ſome Clandeſtine Deſign. | 
* . Secondly, 
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Secondly, T heir not offering to confine 

themſelves to a Quantity, ſerves to 
confirm the Suſpicion 3 and a Grant of 
Quantity, tho? of no more than they 
really bring from Turkey, would not Anſ- 
wer, the Deſign lying another Way. 
ILaſtiy, The Method for aſcertaining the 
Quallity of the Silk ſeems impracticable; 
or to put it into plainer Language, no 
Method can be propoſed that will be 
Effectual; nothing but the Oath of the 
Perſons concern'd, which they muſt ex- 
cuſe the World for ſaying, 1s not more 
to be depended upon in Tray than! in other 
Countries. 
Witneſs in this Caſe, the French Wine, 
the Capers, and other Goods every Day 
Ship'd at Leghorn for England, and ſworn 
to there, 8 be of the Growth of the 
Duke of Tuſcanys Dominions. 

What then are all theſe Pretenſions, but 
ſo many Mines to blow up the Britiſb- 
Trade, and Betray it into the Hands "of 
the Enemy 2 Contrivances to Join with 
and Betray the Commerce to France, for 
the meer Satisfaction of carrying on a Se- 
parate and Clandeſtine Trade to Turkey ; 
enjoy ing all the Benefits and Advantages 
of the Turkey Merchants without their Di- 


ficulti ties and Expence; Trading under their 
Protection 
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protection, but free from the Hazards and 
Diſcounts that the Trade is ſubjected to 
as carried on by a Company; Enj»yivg the 
Benefit of the Charter without the Charge 
of it, and then, like the Snake in the Fa- 
ble, Hiſſing and Riſing at the Hand that 
has Warmed and Nouriſhed them. 
This brings on, and may paſs for an 
Introduction to the laſt Part of this 
Work, 


HE Italian Wande baving thus 
turn'd and twiſted their Cauſe eve- 
ry Way they could to anſwer their End, 
and to Obtain if it be poſſible, the Con- 
tinuance of a Law, which has been ſo 
apparently Injurious to the Trade and 


Manufactures of Great- Britain; and find- 


ing all their Attempts Fruitleſs and Inef- 
fectual, they fall out in the next Place up- 
on the Turkey Merchants, and upon their 
Conduct as a Company or Society. 

The Italian Merchants are in this part 
of the Buſineſs a kind of Separate Traders 
to Turkey; and tho' as is joſt now Obſer. 
ved, they Trade under the Protection of the 
Turkey Merchants, who indeed are liable 
even Toe the * of thoſe Interlopers, 

2 it 
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if they offer at any time to Afftont the 
Grand Seignior, or his Government, in 
Turkey, yet they do no! ſcruple aiming openly 
at the overthro wing their Bencfactor, and 
even betraying their Trade to the French, * 

To Cover this, and as is the Cuſtom 
in other wicked Caſes to extenuate one 
Offence by Committing another, they 
endeavour to jaſtify their InterlopingTrade, 
by falfly accuſing the Turkey Merchants of 
Male verſation and corrupt Practices in the 
uſe of the Priveleges which they I as 
a Company. | 

'Tr will not require much pains tO clear 
up the Honour and Reputation of the 
Turkey Merchants, as à Society, from every 
thing thoſe Men can Suggeſt againſt them, 
and therefore with as much Brevity as 
poſſible, every Part of the Charge ſhall 
be diſculs'd., 

Firſt, The great Quarrel, at the Trksy 
Merchants, is, at their being a Company, 
and having a Charter with excluſive Pri- 
vileges, Oc. Were they an Exclufive Com- 
pany with a Joint Stock, more indeed 
might have been to be ſaid; No Man hav- 
ing then any Share in the Trade, but as 
he ſhar'd of the Stock , and the whole 
being carry'd on by Directors in a Joint- 
won, as is in the 1 in the Eaſt-India, 

Fn 8 
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African - Company, and ſeveral others; 
ja that Caſe, ſome of the Charge of 'a 
Monopoly might have lain againſt them, 
but now it is impoſſible. © 
But as they are only a Society for the 
Support and Protection of their Trade, 
for the maintaining their publick Character 
at the Porte, and for entring into and ſup- 


porting their Capitulations with the Turks, 


carrying on Negociations for the good of 


the whole Body, and then Engaging to, 
and with the Grand Seignior, in ſuch and 
ſuch Conditions as are moſt needful for 
the mutual Safety of the whole: This 


clears them effectually from any Charge of 
private Engroſſing the Trade to their Se- 
parate Ad vantage: Nor is it poſhble that 
their Trade can be carried on in any other 
manner than it now is: It might be true 
that if they were not a Company they 
might carry on their Trade witk more 
Profit to themſel ves, that is to ſay, while 
Things were kept quiet at the Porte, but 
how long that would be, and what would 
be the Conſequence upon every Diſpute 
there, theſe are Queſtions the Italian Mer - 
chants will not undertake to Anſwer. 
But to come to the Particulars of their 


Accuſation. Firſt, They Tax the 


Merchants with making uſe of their Pow- 
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er to Oppreſs their Neighbours by Mulcts, 
by Arbitrary By-Laws, ſtanding Grders, 
end the like. Eh op 

This indeed, would be thought a ſuftj- 
cient Charge, if in every part of their 
Conduct they could not Defend them- 
ſelves, anſwer efic&tually for themſelves, 
and confute the Arguments brought agaiaſt 
them. | Fr 
The main of theſe Objections lye againſt 
ſome of the Txrkey Merchants Regulati- 
ons at Home, and ſome of their Orders A- 
broad. (1. ) They fay the Oaths impos'd 
upon the Freemen are intolerable and not 
to be born with; and therefore theſe Men 
chuſe to Trade, Via Leghorn, which is de- 
ſervedly call'd a Clandeſtine Trade, becauſe 
they ſeek to avoid all juſt Burtbens which 
the Tarkey Merchants bear and Submit to, 
and yet Enjoy all the Advantages which 
thoſe Merchants enjoy, that are ſubject to 
thoſe Regulations: So that the Regulati- 
ons which, as a Company, the Turkey Mer- 
chants are oblig'd to. are the Support and 
Protection of thoſe who do not ſubmit to 
them, but to Object againſt them, which is 
ſomething hard, it muſt be confeſs d. 4 

And after all the Complaints which 
ke of thoſe Regulations in gene- 
ra}, Yet when they come io Ex amine me 
t he 


C4) ) 
the Particulars, there is but one which 
they can lay any Streſs upon as a Griev- 
ance, and this is, that the TyrkeyMerchants, 
as 4 Body, have upon the Occaſions of 
the War, badneſs of Trade, or other In- 
conveniences, ſome times reſolv'd to car- 
ry on the Trade, only in General-Ships 3 
So that when at any time they did not 
think fit to Ship Goods for One Year or, 
more, as by their Advices from Twrkey, or 
as on the Account above mention'd, rhey 
find Convenient, the whole Body of the 
Turkey Merchants are oblig'd not to Ship; 
and ſo a kind of Embargo is laid on the 
Trade. | CL 

This they call making a Monopoly of 
the Wollen Manufactures abroad, and pre- 
tend it is an Injury to the Woollen Manu- 
factures at home. | 
Now tho? the Turkey Merchants might 
give a Jong and clear Account of the Rea- 
ſons for theſe Limitations of -Shiping,, 
and for reſtraining Goods outward Bound; 
and why ſome times when a great Quan- 
tity of Cloth remains abroad at Market, 
did not think fit to Ship again, and ſo 
glut the Market with Goods, yet they 
chuſe to anſwer theſe ' Men, by utterly 
overthrowing the Objection it ſelf, and 
letting them know that this Limiting OW: 
his CLVES 
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fel ves from Shiping at the Pleaſure of the 
Company is now ſuper ſeeded, and a ſtanding 
Order made by unanimous Conſent, that 
once every Tear all the Turkey Merchants 
-ſhall have full Liberty to Ship to the 
Levant, and that it may reach the Caſe, 
particularly, if General Ships are not au- 
nually provided, every Member of the 
Company ſhall. be and is at Liberty to 
Hire Ships of their Own or ſend by what 
Ships they pleaſe. aps»; | 
As thaſe Ships are to go out Yearly, 
fo they will be to come in Yearly, and as 
Cloth goes out, the Silk muſt come Home, 
and this, he) ſay, is a full and ſufficient 
Anſwer to all that has been or can be 
ſaid to them about a Monopoly, for as they 
are no Joint- Stock ; but every particular 
Member is at Liberty to Trade for his 


. 


and this unlimited Quantity is alſo at fall 
Liberty of being brought home Yearly as 
the Merchant pleaſes: What poſſible Ca- 
-pacity 1s here for a Monoply, or what pre- 
rence for making private Gain one of an. 
other, which is the Conſequence of all 


| 
| 

l 

. -own Account, for how much he pleaſes ; 
| 


Il Monopolies? 

I! The unreſtrained Liberty of Shiping 
more or leſs, and bringing back more or 
leſs as the Merchant thinks fit, nen 
[i | that 


| Ws Ys 
hat great Point, which the [raljan Mer- 
chant 
by which they ſeem d do have ſome Advan- 
tage againſt. the .Zxrkey Merchants; for it 
is impoſſible that when Men have a 


Liberty ot exporting and importing what 


they pleaſe, any Monopoly can be in the 


Caſe., 5 9 N =o 
This removes all the falſe Pretences of 
the Turkey. Merchants encouraging the 
French Trade, a Contradiction in it ſelf, 
and never ſupported either by Reaſon or 
by Argument, but ſuggeſted on a Suppo- 
ſition of the Turkey Merchants raiſing of 
the Price of their Cloths in Tarle y. 
This alſo removes all the ſcandalous 
Things which the Italian Merchants would 
ſuggeſt about the not ſupplying the Mar- 
kets in Twrkey with Cloth, giving the Frexch 
an open Market, not letting the Ships go, 
tho' there was no Cloth in Twrkey for the 
Months of Auguſt, September, October aud 


November, and the like; which tho falſe. 


in Fact and fairly confuted by the plain 
Account of the Turkey Merchants, which 
make it appear that there was no leſs than 


6615 Cloths in their Factors Hands un- 


ſold, at the End of November, 1716. yet 
there is now no Need any fart her to diſpute 
the matter, ſince an entire Liberty of Ship- 

G ing 


ſcem'd, ſo much upon; and 2 
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ing is ordered to be conſtant every Year 
as above. 

This allo takes away , nw Foun- 
dation on which the Italian Merchants 
Trade; that is to ſay, all the Foundation 
which they think fit co own; for if the 
can now come in to the Company,” a 1 
be aſſured, that they may once a Year ſhip 


for Turkey whit Quantity of Goods, and 


upon what Ships they pleaſe 5; What can 
they fay, why they carry on a Trade by 
Way of 1taly, except only that by this 
method they can be exempted from the 
extraordinary Expences which the Thrkey 
Mearthants are liable to, for the Support 
and Preſervation of the Trade it ſelf, 
which is a kind of Objection chat 1 in Trade 
ſ:ems ſomething unnatural, 

And what then is their new pretended 
Demand of a Clauſe of Seck >? What 
is it hut to demand erecting an Indepen- 
dent Trade at the Expence of the Turkey 
Merchants, ſo that the Turkey Merchants 


ſhall be > Company, and no Company 3 


or in a Word, that they ſhall have the 
Load and Burthta. of maintaining the 


Company, and the other ha ve the Benefit 
ofiit without the Charge. It muſt be con- 
feſed the Cunning of this Propaſal is not 
0 be ſo much blam'd as the Honeſty. of it. 


But 
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But it would be hard to give a Reaſa1 
why they ſhould obiajn ſuch a Thing, or, 
to ſpeak plainly, how they could ven- 
ture to ask it. 
What would this be but a deſtroying 


even the Turkey Trade it ſeif? And who | 


wou'd be free of a Company, it the un- 
free Merchants ſhall be at Liberty to Trade 
with the Privileges that the Company 
maintain, and under the Prot: ction of chat 
very Charter which bey pay nothing to 
vphold: This would be indc:d the worſt 
Way of laying open the Trade; for it 
would 7a) it dowz in a tew Years, and then 


they might feck for a Trade where they 
could find it. 


The remaining Articles 50 they 


charge upon the Turkey Merchants t late 
to their By-Laws, as t cy call them abroad, 


of 2 they imple Fries or Mulcts 


the Halian Merchants Trade, forbid 


their t Fatto lehing for them, and is: 


Ike. 

In purſuing theſe Things „they treat the 
Turkey Merchants with 2A. Radeneſs, and 
in ſome Part with Want of Truth. 


As to Mulcts and Fines which they . 


charge the Turkey Merchants with laying 


upon their Trade, je is anſwer'd, if 36) 
had been true, they conceive it would be 


8 2 no- 
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notaing but aka the World would allow 
to be juſt ; that if the Italian Merchants will 
Wedel upon their Market, they ſhould 
contribute to the Charge, and had this 
been 5 Dollars upon every Cloth, as the 
Talian Merchants have publiſhed, it might 

very well have been juſtified, and what they 
| bad both Power . Reaſon to demand. 
But as the Italian Merchants know very 
well, that never any more tban one Dol- 
lar per Cloth was taken of them, tis 
hard they ſhould not ſo far return the 
| Favour as to acknowledge the Truth of it, 
and not put 5 Dollars per Cloth inſtead 
of 5 Dollars per Bale, which is the molt 
they ever paid. 

And after all, if this N exatted, 
(as they call it) was an Oppteſſion, if the 
ordering the Tarkey Merchants Factors not 
to deaf with them, or ſell for them, a 
' moſt reaſonable and equitable Thing was 
an Oppreſſion, and what the Turkey Mer- 

chants had not a Right to do, Why was 
Complaint nt ver dende before? why did 
they not peti ion the Houſe of Commons 
for Redreſs of thoſe Hardſhips ? why did 
they not exbibir Articles againſt the Turkey 
Merchants in Parliament, and bring them 
thither to ſhew Cauſe why theſe Things 
would nat de redreſs dꝰ Why u was not 


en 
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; this done long ago, and by it ſelf? Wh 
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not till the Turkey Merchants became Com- 


. plainers? If the © Turkey Merchants had 


n guilty of any Thing they could 


- not. anſwer ; if they had been conſcious 
of any Oppreſſions or unjuſt extending 
the Privileges of their Charter, they would 
never have been Aggreſſors in this Affair. 


It is not uſual that the Offenders. bring 
themſelves before a Court of Juſtice ; why 
then muſt this Complaint come in now ? 


Tis conſonant to no Form in the Proceed- 


ings of Juſtice to take Recrimination for 
a Defence, or to anſwer a Complaint with 


2 Complaint. The Turtey Merchants are 


the Plaintiffs in this Cauſe; the Detend- 


ants ought to anſwer to the Charge, and 
if they have any Charge to lay, let them 


bring a Croſs-Bill, and make the Turkey 
Merchants Defendants in which Caſe they 
will not fail of being effectually and fair- 
ly anſwer'd, and the Turley Merchants are 
ready to join Iſſue with them, on ſuch qi 


Complaint when ever they pleaſe. = 


It might now be very much to the wh 


what Hardſhips are put upon them by this 
Bill, If the Quantity of Raw Silk they 

Import, is lo ſmall as 36 Eales a Year, why 
1 . va. 6 £9 3 „„ dg 
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Purpoſe to enquire of theſe Gentlemen 
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do they drudge ſo hard to ſecure that 
Trifle. \ bed wal” 

Tney alledge the French have ſent but 

36 Bales of Silk to Leghorn all the laſt 

Year, tho they bring no Proof of it but 
an Halian Portata, which no body gives 

any Credit to: On che other Hand the 

Turkey Merchants prove in the Appendix to 
this Work 337 Great Bales in one Year, 

which is equivalent to 500 Bales. 

But to return to the Queſtion, What 
1 Hardſhips docs the Bill now depending 
Th | | put on the Halian Merchants, that they 
1 make ſuch loud Complaints? This Bill re- 
ſtrains them from nothing but Raw Silk and 
Mohair-Yarn ; if they ſel] fo great aQuan- 

tity of Silk in [zaly as they muſt do if their 
Returns from Turkey are ſo large, and their 
ſhiping to London fo ſmall, th:y may cer- 
tainly ſell the reſt there if they think fit. 
Beſides, all the other Markets ot the 
World are left free for them, but Lon- 
4e don; and this only reſtrain'd on Account 
ging in Silk from France which 
it is impoſſible to pre vent if any, Silk at all 
may be brought to Egland trom Italy). 
Tf it was worth anſwering, enough might 
be ſaid to a Pretence of Complaint, that 
the Turkey Merchants will not give Credit 
in Turley. When other Merchants have had 
* ; . l 4 | = the 
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the ſame Experience and Loſs by Truſting; 
they will ſee plainer into the Reaſons why 
the Turkey Merchants have altered their 
meaſures; and as the French giving Cre- 
Ait; in Brief, they anſwer, they that take 
Credit, may give Credit : They can ge- 
nerally venture with more Eaſe than our 
Merchants, becauſe when they loſe they 
can run away with more Eaſe than ours 


can, as was {cen when 300 of them broke 
in one Year. 


